
Journalism 201, Introduction to Mass Communication
Section 307, Fall 2008, Tues. 9:30 to 10:45 a.m., 4035 Vilas Hall

TA: Jill Hopke, jehopke@wisc.edu
Office hours: 5050 Vilas Hall; 11:00 a.m. to noon Tuesday and Wednesday, or by appt. 
Class website: http://www.journalism.wisc.edu/~jwmitch1/j201/

Objectives
To become a critical media consumer and producer:

• Understanding the ideal and everyday functions of our mass media system — 
what we want our mass media to do for us (and what we hope it doesn't do to us).

• Understanding the structural qualities of our mass media system – political, 
economic, and social.

• Understanding the criticisms that the media industry faces and alternative ways of 
constructing the media industry.

To do this, we will cover three broad thematic areas in the following order: 
1) Media 
2) Strategic communication 
3) Journalistic communication

Important Dates
You will be required to write and revise two papers in this course. The final versions of 
your papers will be due on the following dates:

Paper #1: Tuesday, October 14, 2008
Paper #2: Tuesday, December 2, 2008

In addition, two exams will be given in this course on the following dates:

Midterm Exam: Monday, October 20, 2008
Final Exam: Saturday, December 20, 2008 at 7:45 a.m. 

(Early option on Saturday, December 13)

Policies and Expectations
Attendance and Lateness: 
Your success in this course requires class participation, and attendance is required. I will 
be keeping track of attendance, as well as late students, throughout the semester. 
  
The Classroom: 
This is a small class, so all members will be encouraged and expected to participate in 
class discussion. To support this environment, I will not allow use of cell phones, ipods 
or other electronic devices in class. (You may use a laptop to take notes). 

Written Work: 
All written work, including drafts and peer reviews, etc., must be typed in 12-point Times 
New Roman font, double-spaced, with numbered pages, and one-inch margins on all 
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sides. Please staple your work in the upper left-hand corner. Get in the habit of giving 
your work a full heading, including: your name, section number, name of the assignment, 
and date.

Preparation:
The course syllabus tells you which texts you should read and assignments you should 
complete before coming to discussion section. In addition, you will be called on twice 
during the semester to give a formal reaction to a classmate’s oral presentation of a 
reading. You will not know the date or reading in advance, so come prepared. 

Late assignments will reduce your grade on the assignment. I will need to receive a hard 
copy of all of your assignments. If you have to miss class on the day an assignment is 
due, you will be expected to turn it in early (if this will not be possible due to illness or 
an emergency, you must let me know as soon as possible).

Writing and Research:
As a course that fulfills the university’s Communication-B requirement, this is a writing 
intensive class. One of the course goals is to help you improve your research and writing 
skills that will serve you throughout your academic and professional careers.  In order to 
get the most out of this experience, consider attending library or Writing Center 
workshops. For more information, visit:

 Library workshops, classes, and tours: http://library.wisc.edu/workshops/
 Writing Center (for classes or individual help): http://www.wisc.edu/writing/

Peer Review:
During the semester you will write peer reviews of some of your classmates paper drafts. 
To make this as useful and comfortable of a process as possible, I will prioritize helping 
you get to know fellow learners in our discussion section.

As outlined in the course syllabus, each review should be between one page and one and 
a half pages, double-spaced. This is what you will be graded on, not any comments made 
directly on the student’s draft (though you are welcome to make such comments or edits). 
You should use the grading criteria available online on the assignment sheet (the first four 
criteria for first drafts and the second four criteria for second drafts).

Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct:
Plagiarism is a serious offense and has serious consequences. If you are found guilty of 
academic misconduct, a letter will be forwarded to the Dean of Students. Please read the 
statement concerning academic misconduct and plagiarism on page 5 of SCR (see 
http://www.wisc.edu/students/saja/misconduct/academic_misconduct.html). 

Accommodations:
If you have a disability that may affect your performance in this course, please contact 
me early in the semester. Also, please contact the McBurney Center 
(www.mcburney.wisc.edu,1305 Linden Dr.) to request accommodations.
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